Council Connect: Budget Approved, Officers Recognized, Historic Camden Initiatives Advance
City Council adopts FY 2026-27 budget with no electric rate or millage rate increase, honors Camden Police officers for promotions and lifesaving actions, and advances Historic Camden initiatives.
CAMDEN, SC – Camden City Council approved the City's Fiscal Year 2026-27 budget during its June 2 meeting, marking the second consecutive year without an increase in either the City's electric rates or millage rate.
The adopted budget supports City operations, infrastructure, public safety, utilities and capital improvements. During discussion of the budget, Mayor Vincent Sheheen noted that while many electric providers have implemented rate increases in recent years, the City has been able to maintain its electric rates for a second straight year. 
Public safety and community service were also highlighted during the meeting as the Camden Police Department recognized several officers for promotions and lifesaving actions.
Promoted to the rank of Sergeant were J.H. Smith and I. Rodgers. Promoted to the rank of Corporal were F. Acerra and J. Dover. During the ceremony, Lt. J. Belote presented the officers with their new badges and collar brass before an audience of family members, fellow officers, City leaders and community members. The ceremony also included a special moment when F. Acerra's son, S. Acerra, received a Junior Corporal pin.
“These promotions reflect these officers' hard work, perseverance and the exceptional trust placed in them by the department and our community,” said Camden Police Chief Jack Rushing. “Their dedication to public service sets a standard for excellence.”
Council also recognized Sgt. I. Rodgers and Cpl. F. Acerra with Lifesaving Awards for their actions during a May emergency response. The officers were credited with administering Narcan to an unresponsive individual experiencing a suspected overdose prior to the arrival of emergency medical personnel, helping save the individual's life.
Community stewardship was celebrated through a proclamation honoring Cathy Huffman Forrester O'Dell and Pudn Cantey for their dedication to preserving and beautifying Rectory Square. Council recognized the pair for their ongoing volunteer efforts and commitment to one of Camden's treasured public spaces.
Council also proclaimed June 2026 as Amateur Radio Month, recognizing the important role amateur radio operators play in emergency preparedness, public safety communications, and community service.
During public comment, resident Rusty Major addressed Council regarding school crossing guards.
Council also approved first reading of two zoning measures related to Historic Camden. The actions would create a new Historic Camden zoning district and rezone the property from residential zoning to the newly created district. Historic Camden officials said the changes will better align zoning regulations with the site's educational programming, agricultural activities and historical preservation efforts.
City Manager Matt DeWitt shared several updates affecting residents during the meeting, including the award of a $275,000 State Revolving Fund grant to support a required study of treatment options for PFAS, commonly known as "forever chemicals," at the water treatment plant. The funding will help reduce costs for both the municipality and utility customers.
As election season approaches, DeWitt also reminded residents that political signs are classified as temporary signs under the City's zoning ordinance. Temporary signs are not permitted on public property, including medians, parks and schools, and are subject to placement and time restrictions.
In addition, residents experiencing problems with AT&T's restoration work following construction activities are encouraged to contact AT&T directly at 877-245-6660 for the fastest response.
He also encouraged residents to participate in the 10th Annual Kids' 4th of July Parade and Camden Celebrates America's 250th, which begins at 9:30 a.m. at City Arena. The annual event invites families and children to celebrate Independence Day while commemorating the nation's 250th anniversary.
Residents can view meeting agendas and minutes by visiting the City's website at www.experiencecamdensc.com.


