Council Connect: Historic Preservation Month Recognized, Upcoming Events and Local Programs Highlighted
Council advances annexation ordinance, celebrates local programs and events, and hears resident utility concerns.
CAMDEN, S.C. — Camden City Council officially recognized May 2026 as National Historic Preservation Month during its latest meeting, highlighting the importance of preservation efforts in protecting community character, supporting revitalization, and celebrating Camden’s historic heritage. The proclamation, which was presented to John Boykin, Vice Chair of the Historic Landmarks Commission, recognizes the contributions of preservation advocates working to safeguard historic resources for future generations. 
Public comment included remarks from Camden resident Theandra Walker, who spoke during the meeting about utility costs and the impact higher monthly bills are having on some residents, particularly retirees, like herself living on fixed incomes. Walker encouraged City leaders to continue looking at ways to address affordability concerns raised by residents.
Council also discussed a traffic-related item involving Polo Lane during the consent agenda portion of the meeting. No additional action was taken at this time.
Council also approved first reading of an annexation ordinance under the 100 percent annexation method. During discussion, Councilmembers expressed continued support for annexation while emphasizing the importance of strong communication and outreach with property owners affected by annexation agreements, including older agreements signed years earlier.
Upcoming community projects and public events were also highlighted by City Manager Matt DeWitt, including a joint ribbon cutting celebration for new playground improvements beginning at 10 a.m. May 11 at Boykin Park, followed immediately by a second ribbon cutting at Hampton Park. DeWitt also encouraged residents to attend the May 18 ribbon cutting and unveiling of the newly developed Battle of Hobkirk’s Hill interpretation site at 11 a.m.
Councilmembers additionally recognized Arts Arising, the long-running summer arts immersion program for artistically gifted and talented students in Kershaw County held at the Fine Arts Center of Kershaw County, along with the Hickory Top Polo Classic, the success of the recent 24 Hours of Lemons event downtown, and the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR) wreath-laying ceremony at the Battle of Hobkirk’s Hill site, which was described as well attended. Council also applauded the local NAACP for hosting a successful 40th Freedom Fund celebration.
Following regular business, Council entered executive session to discuss contractual matters.
