Council Targets Blighted Buildings, Boosts Downtown Patrols
New ordinance would create registry for vacant properties in historic district
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CAMDEN — City leaders moved Tuesday to crack down on deteriorating buildings in the heart of downtown, giving first-reading approval to an ordinance that would require vacant commercial properties to be registered, monitored, and maintained — or face escalating penalties.
The proposal, aimed at preventing another incident like the Royal building fire in East Camden, would establish a mandatory registry for empty buildings within the city’s historic core. Property owners would be required to keep structures secure, address code violations, and submit to periodic inspections. Fees and enforcement actions would apply if neglect persists.
Rob Brown, a member of the Mayor’s Downtown Task Force, urged swift action during public comment, warning that some long-abandoned buildings pose serious safety risks.
“We can lose the whole block very easily,” Brown said. “Think of what would happen in downtown Camden if one of these abandoned venues caught fire.” He noted that other cities, including Columbia, have adopted similar ordinances to curb blight.
While the measure was largely supported, Councilman Davis questioned why it applies only to the downtown district.
“We represent the city of Camden, not just the downtown area,” Davis said, adding that vacant properties in other neighborhoods deserve equal attention. City staff said the initial focus reflects current staffing limitations and that expansion could follow once the program is established. Davis also asked staff to refine language to avoid overlap with recently adopted property maintenance codes.
Two Officers Added to Downtown Patrol
City officials also announced that two police officers have been assigned exclusively to the downtown commercial district. The officers will patrol on foot and by vehicle, increasing visibility, supporting merchants, and enforcing city ordinances as Camden works to strengthen its historic center.
Clock Tower Repairs, Meter Upgrades, and Construction Concerns
Planning and Development Director Sean Putnam briefed council on several ongoing initiatives. Repairs to the downtown clock tower have been completed, while installation of the city’s new advanced water meters continues. Weekly updates and street-by-street schedules for the AMI meter rollout are posted every Monday on the city’s Facebook page.
Putnam also acknowledged frustrations over lingering construction staging areas downtown, saying staff would work to relocate equipment contributing to visual clutter and pedestrian inconvenience. Several council members described the current conditions as “not a good look” for the city.
Community Notes
Longtime Scout leader Gregory Simonson invited residents to a trivia fundraiser Tuesday evening at Club 537 to support local Boy Scout programs. Simonson noted that area troops have produced 63 Eagle Scouts in the past two decades and continue to serve hundreds of young people through scouting initiatives.
Council also approved first reading of a special tax assessment for the historic Indigo Jones building at Rutledge and Broad Streets, which is being restored and converted into a new restaurant.

