Camden Firefighters Receive First-Ever Lifesaving Medals for Child Rescue
By Dawn-Marie Johnson
August 19, 2025
CAMDEN – Tears and gratitude filled Camden City Council chambers Tuesday night as firefighters received the department's first-ever lifesaving medals for rescuing a drowning child.
Nine emergency responders were honored for their Oct. 14, 2024, response to a residential swimming pool emergency that could have ended in tragedy.
Firefighter Vance Outlaw immediately performed CPR on the young child, carried the victim to meet EMS and continued lifesaving care during transport to the hospital. He received the department's Life Saving Medal.
"In my 32 years of service, I've never been prouder of the courage and heart shown by our firefighters," Fire Chief Eddie Gardner said. "In a high-pressure situation where every second counts, this team came together seamlessly, and each member played a vital role. The child recovered and returned home to their family because of what you did."
Eight crew members received commendation bars: Capt. Howard McCoy, Lt. Jody Morrow, engineers Khalique Carter, Jayln Forbes and Hunter Ruegsegger, Division Chief Matthew Seals, Advanced EMT Brittney Hinson and EMT Samantha Miller.
The rescued child's family attended the meeting to personally thank the first responders.
"This is what it's all about. This is why we do what we do – so we can support people like you," the mayor said. "This is the most important thing government can ever do."
Council also unanimously passed Resolution 2025-19, authorizing acquisition of an easement behind the city's electric substation. The property will provide emergency crews safe rear access without blocking traffic on the main road.
"This allows first responders to access the back of the substation safely without their vehicles hanging out in traffic," officials said.
Following public hearings with no speakers, council gave second reading approval to Resolution 2025-14, adopting amendments to the International Property Maintenance Code, and Ordinance 2025-2, updating the city's business license program and fee schedule.
Council gave final approval to Ordinance 2025-22, clarifying that council members who recuse themselves from votes may remain in chambers to maintain quorum. The ordinance also limits electronic device use during meetings.
City Manager Matt DeWitt introduced Jenny Parrish as Camden's new tourism director. Parrish previously served as executive director of the Olde English District Tourism Commission and brings 10 years of tourism experience.
"We're very excited to have Jenny on board," DeWitt said.
Parrish will focus on attracting day-trip visitors and promoting overnight tourism opportunities to boost Camden's visitor economy.
To read the news release on Camden's new Director of Tourism, click this link: City of Camden Announces New Director of Tourism Position - Experience Camden, South Carolina

